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WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  REACH  NEW  HIGH 


In  early  1965  >  world  cattle  population  was  estimated  at  1,081* 
million  cattle  and  buffaloes,  2  percent  more  than  1964  levels  and  11 
percent  above  the  1956-60  average.    Numbers  increased  in  all  geo- 
graphical regions  in  1964,  with  largest  gains  in  South  America, 
Oceania,  and  the  USSR.    More  moderate  increases  occurred  in  Asia 
and  North  America,  still  smaller  ones  in  Europe — both  Eastern  and 
Western— and  in  Africa. 


High  cattle  prices  and  the  good  outlook  for  export  demand  are  en- 
couraging expansion  of  cattle  numbers  in  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Canada,  and  Mexico,  and  in  many  Central  and  South  American  coun- 
tries.   Conditions  seem  favorable  for  further  marked  expansion 
in  cattle  numbers  and  beef  production  in  most  of  these  countries. 
Feed  shortages  and  low  returns  from  dairying  caused  numbers  to 
decline  slightly  in  most  countries  of  Europe  from  1963  to  1964, 
but  numbers  are  now  increasing  since  feed  supplies  have  Improved; 
also,  dairying  has  become  more  profitable. 

Numbers  in  North  America  are  17  percent  above  the  1956-60  average. 
New  record  highs  have  been  reached  in  the  United  States,  Mexico, 
Canada,  and  in  several  Central  American  countries.    The  rate  of 
increase  is  likely  to  slow  down  and  numbers  may  even  decline  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  but  further  increases  in  most  of  the 
other  countries  are  expected  in  the  next  few  years. 


This  circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary 
of  similar  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  issue  of 
World  Agricultural  Production  and  Trade,  April  1965. 


South  America  has  175  million  cattle,  about  12  percent  more  than 
the  1956-60  average.    Numbers  in  Argentina  and  Chile  are  near 
1956-60  levels.    The  cattle  population  in  Argentina  dropped 
sharply  in  1962  and  1963*  owing  to  high  slaughter  during  two 
drought  years.    Although  numbers  have  been  increasing  since,  the 
population  now  is  still  not  quite  up  to  1956-60,    In  Uruguay, 
large  slaughter  in  the  past  two  years  has  brought  numbers  below 
the  record  highs  reached  in  1963  and  196k.    However,  numbers  in 
1965  are  still  considerably  above  the  1956-60  average.  Apparently, 
the  cattle  population  has  reached  new  records  in  Brazil,  Colombia, 
Peru,  and  Venezuela. 

Numbers  in  Western  Europe  increased  lj-00,000  head  in  196k  after 
having  dropped  1.6  million  during  1963.    The  decline  was  caused 
by  shortages  of  feed  in  the  area  as  a  whole  during  the  winter  of 
1962-63  and  a  sharp  increase  in  cattle  prices  to  record  levels 
which  encouraged  slaughter.    At  the  same  time  there  were  sur- 
pluses of  dairy  products  and  the  outlook  for  dairying  did  not 
appear  good. 
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Feed  supplies  during  the  winter  of  1 963-64  were  larger  than  a 
year  earlier,  so  that  farmers  were  not  forced  to  sell  cattle,  but 
the  high  prices  still  encouraged  larger  slaughter.    By  late  1964, 
the  dairy  supply  situation  had  changed  appreciably;  the  surpluses 
vanished  and  milk  and  butter  prices  rose.    Slaughter  cattle 
prices  continued  at  record  levels  or  near.    Cattle  numbers  in- 
creased in  all  European  Economic  Community  (EEC)  countries  dur- 
ing 1964,  except  for  Italy.    The  total  for  the  six  countries  in 
1965  was  48  million  compared  with  47.8  million  a  year  earlier 
and  the  peak  of  49.0  million  in  1963. 

Conditions  were  somewhat  the  same  in  other  Western  European  coun- 
tries.   Ireland  has  been  the  exception;  there,  numbers  have  con- 
tinued to  rise  steadily.    In  the  past  two  years,  numbers  have 
continued  to  decline  in  Denmark,  which  has  increased  exports  and 
thereby  capitalized  on  the  strong  demand  for  cattle  and  beef  in 
other  Western  European  countries. 

Apparently,  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in 
Eastern  Europe  during  1964  and  the  total  in  1965  of  33  million 
head  was  9  percent  above  1956-60.    Numbers  in  Yugoslavia  are 
below  1963  because  of  the  large  slaughter  and  large  exports  of 
cattle  and  meat  in  recent  years.    Cattle  production  in  most  other 
countries  in  the  area  has  increased  only  moderately  in  recent 
years  because  of  emphasis  on  other  production  enterprises. 

Cattle  numbers  in  the  USSR  are  reported  at  87  million  head,  an 
increase  of  2  percent  over  1964  and  31  percent  above  1956-60. 
Numbers  have  recovered  from  the  sharp  drop  during  1963  which  was 
caused  by  a  shortage  of  winter  feed.    Official  estimates  of  the 
USSR  show  a  greater  increase  in  numbers  in  that  country  since 
1956-60  than  in  any  other  major  area  of  the  world. 

In  most  African  countries,  numbers  continue  to  show  a  steady 
upward  trend,  but  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  continent  as  a 
whole  apparently  is  relatively  slow.    Numbers  in  1965  are  esti- 
mated at  120  million,  0.5  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier,  and 
only  7  percent  above  1956-60.    There  has  been  considerable  de- 
velopment of  the  packing  industries  in  Africa  in  recent  years 
and  some  countries,  notably  Kenya  and  Southern  Rhodesia,  are 
beginning  to  export  meat  in  considerable  volume.    However,  for 
the  continent  as  a  whole,  cattle  are  unproductive.    They  are 
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not  shown.    6/  Less  than  a  5-year  average,    jj  Includes  buffaloes.    8/  January.     9/  December. 
10/  Includes  Saarland,    ll/  Includes  Faroe  Islands.    12/  June.    13/  May.    Ik/  Taxed  only. 
15/  Formerly  Nyasaland.    16/  Formerly  Tanganyika  and  Zanzibar.    YjJ  On  native  farms. 
IB/  Formerly  Northern  Rhodesia.    1°/  ^957  only.    20/  Formerly  North  Borneo  (Sabah) ,  Malaya, 
Sarawak,  and  Singapore. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  Agricultural 
Attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
April  19,  1965. 
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handled  "by  nomads.    Generally  there  are  shortages  of  feed  and 
little  improved  pastures,  and  little  provision  is  made  in  addi- 
tion for  supplementary  feeding.    Beef  production  could  probably 
be  increased  materially  on  a  sustained  basis,  if  total  numbers 
were  reduced  and  more  feed  were  made  available  for  the  remaining 
animals.    In  many  areas  of  Africa,  the  natives  are  reluctant  to 
sell  cattle  for  slaughter  as  their  cattle  herds  are  a  manifesta- 
tion of  their  wealth  and  their  needs  for  money  are  few. 

Bovine  numbers  in  Asia  show  mixed  trends.    The  39$  million  head 
in  1965  is  2  percent  above  1964  levels  and  6  percent  above  the 
average.    In  India,  they  are  probably  increasing  slowly  aad 
steadily  each  year.    In  China,  numbers  declined  sharply  in  1958-59 
when  individual  farms  were  being  merged  into  collectives.  In 
the  past  two  years,  Chinese  numbers  apparently  have  increased  as 
the  food  and  feed  situation  has  become  more  favorable.  Numbers 
in  Japan  have  been  fairly  stable  in  recent  years  at  a  level  con- 
siderably above  1956-60.    Not  much  increase  is  expected  in  the 
future  under  ordinary  conditions.    In  recent  years  in  the  Philip- 
pines, some  beef  cattle  ranches  have  been  formed  and  there  has 
been  a  moderate  increase  in  cattle  numbers.    This  development  has 
been  slow  in  view  of  large  amounts  of  good  land  which  could  be 
developed  for  pastures. 

In  much  of  Asia,  buffalo  are  used  for  plowing  and  other  field 
work  and  to  produce  milk.    A  few  are  slaughtered,  but  these  are 
mostly  the  old  ones  and  the  surplus  bull  calves.    Cattle  are  also 
used  largely  for  milk  and  for  draft  purposes,  and  only  a  few 
are  slaughtered  for  meat.    In  India,  which  has  more  than  one-fifth 
of  the  world's  cattle  and  buffalo,  these  animals  are  generally 
considered  sacred  and  are  not  normally  slaughtered  for  food. 

Numbers  in  Oceania  increased  2  percent  during  1964  to  a  new  record 
high  and  are  17  percent  above  average.    Numbers  in  both  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  are  at  new  all  time  highs.    Both  countries  have 
a  very  large  potential  for  increasing  both  cattle  numbers  and 
beef  production.    If  world  demand  for  beef  continues  strong  and 
there  are  no  severe  droughts  in  Australia,  there  will  be  con- 
siderable expansion  in  cattle  numbers  in  both  countries  in  the 
next  few  years.    There  may  be  a  tendency  for  sheep  producers  in 
these  areas  to  shift  to  cattle  in  view  of  the  world  decline  in 
wool  prices. 


-  6  - 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20250 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Official  Business 


NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here/  /return  this  sheet, 

and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from  the 
mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed,  print 
or  type  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Rm.  5918 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.C.  20250. 


